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For the first tvvo hours after reaching the Punartt river he
followed a path. Then the walls of rock forced him to cross
and recross the river, for the valley was in places little more
than a deep fissure in the mountain range. At times he was
obliged to continue, often neck-deep, in the water. Where
the rock walls almost joined it was dark, for little light came in
from above, and it was possible to see the stars in the slit of
deep blue sky.
About an hour before sunset, Gauguin began to look for a
place where he could spend the night. He had come to a wild
clearing of banana clumps, bourao trees and wild ferns* There
were ripe bananas growing, and he roasted some for his evening
meal* Then, after placing several large banana leaves across the
lower branches of a tree, as a protection against rain in the
night, he lay down to sleep with the thong of his axe round his
wrist in case he were obliged to defend himself from a visit
from wild pigs.
The temperature fell when the sun had set, for he had
reached a comparatively high altitude. He was cold, and his
clothes were not yet dry. A strange phosphorescence hovered
over the ground near his head, coming from a fungus growing
on the dead wood that had remained over from his fire. This
phosphorescence, unaccountable to the islanders, was the
cause of their belief in mountain spirits.
He continued on his way as soon as it was light. The stream now
became swifter and he was sometimes obliged to swing from
one branch of an overhanging tree to another in order to be
able to make progress at all. In the pools he could see eels and
giant crawfish*
At a turning in the rock wall he came upon a young naked
girl, drinking at a spring that fell down from a great height.
Some instinct warned her that she was being watched and she
plunged with a startled cry into a pool When Gauguin
reached the pool she had vanished and the only moving thing
in it was a giant eel swimming at the bottom.
By evening, Gauguin came to a point near the summit of